
 
 

 

June 29, 2009 
 
VIA REGULAR MAIL AND FAX TO 212-949-5654 
(Fax without attachments) 
 
Allan H. (Bud) Selig 
Commissioner of Baseball 
Major League Baseball, Inc. 
�Major League Baseball Charities 
245 Park Avenue, 31st Floor� 
New York NY 10167� 
 
Re:  MLB’s affiliation with Bayer’s false and deceptive marketing for its Men’s Multis 

for prevention of cancer 
 
Dear Commissioner Selig: 
 
On June 18, the Center for Science in the Public Interest (“CSPI”) notified Bayer 
HealthCare LLC (“Bayer”) that it intends to file a lawsuit against Bayer for fraudulent 
and deceptive practices in the marketing and sale of Bayer’s One A Day Men’s 50+ 
Advantage multivitamin and Bayer’s One A Day Men’s Health Formula multivitamin 
(jointly, “Men’s Multis”), unless Bayer agrees to stop the practices. On the same date, 
CSPI filed a formal complaint seeking Federal Trade Commission Action. Today, CSPI 
filed a separate complaint with the Food and Drug Administration asking for its 
intervention as well. Copies of these three documents are attached. 

We are writing to you at this time because Major League Baseball (“MLB”) has affiliated 
itself with Bayer and is a party to the dissemination of these illegal claims.  

The attached documents detail the illegal practices, but the basic fact is that selenium 
has not been shown to be useful in addressing prostate issues of any kind. In fact, the 
American College of Physicians recommends against use of selenium supplements: 

Selenium supplements appear to increase the risk for diabetes.  Although 
the findings need to be confirmed, long-term selenium supplementation 
should not be viewed as harmless and a possibly healthy way to prevent 
illness.   

Despite these facts, Bayer—in active concert and participation with MLB—continues to 
advertise the selenium in its Men’s Multis as a way to prevent prostate cancer and 
promote prostate health.  

CSPI would prefer to resolve informally the issues of MLB’s involvement in this course 
of illegal behavior. Therefore, this letter does not contain a notice of intent to sue MLB, 
in hopes of encouraging a cooperative and immediate discussion. CSPI retains the right 
to serve such notice in the future if we are not able to resolve our concerns. 
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So that we may determine our next steps as to MLB, please have your counsel contact 
me on or before July 6 to advise whether MLB wishes to conduct informal settlement 
discussions at this time. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

Yours truly, 

 
Stephen Gardner 
Litigation Director 
 
cc: Michael F. Jacobson, Ph.D., Executive Director 

Katherine Campbell, Staff Attorney 




