










WEAK	
  TIES

There	
  is	
  strength	
  in	
  weak	
  .es,	
  as	
  the	
  sociologist	
  Mark	
  Granove6er	
  
has	
  observed.	
  Our	
  acquaintances—not	
  our	
  friends—are	
  our	
  
greatest	
  source	
  of	
  new	
  ideas	
  and	
  informa.on.	
  The	
  Internet	
  lets	
  us	
  
exploit	
  the	
  power	
  of	
  these	
  kinds	
  of	
  distant	
  connec.ons	
  with	
  
marvellous	
  efficiency.	
  It’s	
  terrific	
  at	
  the	
  diffusion	
  of	
  innova.on,	
  
interdisciplinary	
  collabora.on,	
  seamlessly	
  matching	
  up	
  buyers	
  and	
  
sellers,	
  and	
  the	
  logis.cal	
  func.ons	
  of	
  the	
  da.ng	
  world.	
  

But	
  weak	
  0es	
  seldom	
  lead	
  to	
  high-­‐risk	
  ac0vism.
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