
end of this sentence).  And the parasite’s hard outer shell
protects it from the chlorine that’s used to kill most
microbes in water.  Drinking-water regulations are
designed to reduce—but not necessarily eliminate—
Cryptosporidium, so even water systems that meet govern-
ment standards may not be free of the parasite.

What else might your drinking water contain?  Every-
thing from pesticides like atrazine to a possibly cancer-
causing gasoline additive called MBTE.  If that makes you
nervous, here are three things you can do:

■ try to figure out what’s coming out of your faucet (see
“What’s in Your Tap Water?” p. 4),

■ buy a filter (see “Filter This,” p. 5), or

■ switch to bottled water (see “Hitting the Bottle,” p. 6).
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C O M I N G  C L E A N

Should companies that bottle water offer consumers the
same detailed reports of contaminants that public water utili-
ties must?  Yes, says the Food and Drug Administration.  No,
says the bottled-water industry.  If you think consumers have
the right to know what they’re drinking, you can help by
signing and mailing this coupon or writing your own letter.

To: Joseph Levitt, Director
Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition
Food and Drug Administration
200 C Street S.W.
Washington, D.C.  20204

oco2@cfsan.fda.gov

From: ___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

Consumers have the right to know what’s in their
bottled water.  As a member of the Center for
Science in the Public Interest, I support the FDA’s
proposal that bottled-water manufacturers be
required to make available detailed reports of 
contaminants, just as public water utilities do.  All
bottled-water labels should also disclose where the
water comes from.

✁


