Recent events have exposed weaknesses in our nation’s food
safety system and shaken consumer confidence in the safety of
the food supply. In fact, a Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
advisory panel concluded that the FDA “suffers from serious
scientific deficiencies” and is not positioned to meet current or
emerging food safety challenges that fall under the agency’s
area of responsibilities.

These results should come as no surprise. The FDA has been
ignored for far too long. Over the last 15 years, the agency’s
budget has barely kept pace with inflation, and it is losing key
staff at an alarming rate. The FDA has 800 fewer food experts
than it had just four years ago — fewer inspectors, fewer scientists
and fewer critical food safety staff.
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. we want a safer food supply.

KEEP AMERICA’S FOOD SAFE

Support increased FDA funding

Learn more at www.gmaonline.org and www.cspinet.org
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Even though the FDA regulates 80 percent of America’s
food, it receives about one-third of the nation’s food safety
budget. That is unsustainable and unacceptable.

We believe Congress and the Administration need to double
the FDA budget so that it can hire more highly-qualified staff and
inspectors, invest in advanced technologies, build new lab facilities
and expand its scientific programs. And we urge Congress and
the Administration to work with the food industry and consumer
groups to implement new prevention measures that will strengthen
America’s food safety system and protect consumers.
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