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Rep. Osborne Urges NCAA to Ban Alcohol Advertising During 

This Week’s Meetings

Washington, D.C.— Recently, Nebraska Third District Representative Tom Osborne spearheaded a letter sent to the Chairman of the NCAA Executive Committee, President Walter Harrison of the University of Hartford, urging the Committee to adopt a policy to end all alcohol ads on NCAA broadcasts.  Rep. Osborne and fellow co-sponsors of H.Res. 145 sent the letter to the Chairman as the NCAA Executive Committee is set to consider the issue at its meeting this first week of August.  H.Res. 145 encourages the NCAA to end all alcohol ads on college broadcasts, a recommendation of the Institute of Medicine and the National Academy of Science.

In the letter, Rep. Osborne and others stated, “A growing number of NCAA schools agree that alcohol advertising and college sports are a bad mix.  In a short time, 228 schools in the NCAA – 22 percent of all the schools in the Association—have a joined in a national effort to end alcohol advertising on college games.”
“We recognize that an end to alcohol advertising during televised college games will not, by itself, resolve the ‘culture of alcohol’ that exists for too many college students.   However, such a policy would declare and affirm college’s genuine and consistent commitment to a policy of discouraging alcohol use among underage students.  …we strongly encourage the Committee to act on the side of the health and safety of college students, athletes and young fans by ending all alcohol advertising during NCAA broadcasts.”

Rep. Osborne’s effort to end alcohol advertising during NCAA broadcasts has been met with wide support.  More than 180 national, state, and local organizations—including the American Medical Association, the American College Health Association, the American Public Health Association— have endorsed the effort to end alcohol ads on college games.  College sports legends Dean Smith, John Wooden, Joe Paterno and others have publicly called for the NCAA and its member institutions to end alcohol ads on college sports broadcasts as well.  Furthermore, in a national survey, 72 percent of adults support a ban on alcohol ads on college broadcasts.  

Reps. Roscoe Bartlett, John Boozman, Ed Case, James McGovern, Jeff Miller, Jim Ramstad, Lucille Roybal-Allard, Chris Van Hollen, and Frank Wolf joined Rep. Osborne in sending the letter to the NCAA Executive Committee.
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